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PETTICOAT WARS SHAKE SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON

Wrj. 'pobert
7U.LmFollctta.

flWi ay Hmrrit

IS IhIIIISIIHl Ife kJKuV' t

Wives of Cabinet Members Object
of Two Attacks Already This

Winter in Social Warfare
.T wars have disturbed

PHTTIO Administration in
The bang ot the guns,

of two xiich imbroglios has al-

ready shaken tile capital this winter.
No sooner had the smoke of one battle

''of Representatives and the wlven of
members of the Cabinet. The latter
hoisted the white Hag.

The second declaration of war has
t Wn made by the wives of Senators,

and ngnln the women of the Cublnet are
I lw nlili't't of nttnek. Indeeil. the lilt- -

W:-- ter have been the chief victims ot
" Washington petticoat wars during the

hint generation. Socially, they have also
been the must overworked women in
olllcial life.

During each social season they keep
j''open house once a week, when they

receive nnd serve refreshments to vust
assemblages of cullers, some of them
"lunch route (lends," who have no ac-

quaintance with their hostesses. They
also receive with the lrenldent'n wife ai

!;Mhe formal White House functions. On
it- ti.xi.mtil itt tlwtitj. innni u,irlf,l ftlillcfi i If inuIt' W .,..7

p Ihcy have hitherto been exempted from
'the duty of returning callM in person,

except upon persons of higher official
rank. Usage Iuih permitted them to re-

turn other calls by card only.
Unquestionably, the wives of tho

' Representatives rank below the wlvc3
' nf tho Cabinet members In the social

mi order of precedence, according to which
la mans wife shares his ottlclal rniiK.

' No one has disputed this social supe-- t
rlorlty of Cabinet wives over Roprc-- f
Bentatlv'es' wives, nor have the latter de- -
H. 1 - .1 It.. U . Ik..iiuiiiifti iiinL luim ul lilt; iifiuii-- i uub

i it iifi tinreii tun! Kompiiniiv rnueu iiii
r tne om nuo mat uaimici women snoum
' not return culls, in person, upon their

social Inferiors, and by distorting th
facts so aimed them at the women of

Hho House circle that the lutter took
offence.

? There are more new women in tho
House circle this winter than within

' many years. Fuw of the old social lead
: era of the House circle remained In

WashlnKton. So tint liveliest petticoat
. war that WushinKton has seen In a
"doxen years wus brewed.
, Social wur correspondents went from
, camp to cump, fanuliiK the llamo. And
; Anally Mrs. William Jennings Ilryan.

who, by virtue of her husband's pr- --

iinlershlp, leads tho Cabinet circle, cu
.pltulated to tho extent of issuing a
statement that the ladles of the Cabinet
"Intend, as far as possible, to return
such calls." Inasmuch as there arn
415 Representatives, Washlneton so

(clety la wondering how the women of
the cabinet will get a quarter way
vn l n t n i h ' i rf m niiinin i no aintrirr aimiai
Reason, which lasts only from December
to Ient.
- But the petticoat war between the
'Senate and the Cabinet hud meantime
broken out. The wives or the Senate
have borne, a chip upon their shoul- -

i ever since tho passage of the law

of succession, which removed the Sen
ate from the line of succession to the
rresidency in the event that the Presi
dent should die while there, was no

Formerly the ranking
memlver of the Senate, Its president pro
tempore, was In the lino of succession
to the Presidency, as was the Speaker
of the House, but by the law of suc-
cession Congress took Itself out of the
line of succession and put the Cabinet
in its place.

This bus liven the basis of the sub
sequent claim that the Cabinet out-
ranks the Senate. However, the Cabi-
net itself has not urged this claim. To
this day It has required its wivex to pay
first calls upon the wives of Senators.

"Fear of Senatorial power over our
husbands has prevented our open re-
volt," said u Cabinet wife, of several
Administrations back, commenting on
this concession. "The demand by the
wives of Senators that we call upon
them first Is a species of social black-ma- ll

to which we are compelled to
submit."

Why, then, do the matrons of the
Henute circle now declare social warfare
against the Cabinet circle? Not on ac-

count of a first-cu- ll grievance, but be-

cause, they complain, that at public ap-
pearances anil olllcial functions Cabinet
members nnd their wives have been
placed by tho masters of ceremonies
before Senators and their spouses. So
the Senate's wives, in Amazonian pha-
lanx, havo Just now sent their general
to striko her scimitar three times upon
the tent of Mrs. Ilryan and demand
precedence, over Cabinet women at all
social functions of nn olllcial nature.

Tho Senate women havo found an
eager and zealous champion In the
person of the widowed Senator llacou
of ffcorgla, chairman of the Committee
on Foreign Relations, which deals
among other matters, with usages per
taining to our polite intercourse with
foreign courts.

The declaration of war has been In-

dited by Senator Bacon. In It he first
calls attention to the "fundamental and
controlling fact that tho Constitution of
the United States creates no olllces ox
ccpt that of tho Presidency and Vice
Presidency, the Supreme Court and the
Congress, composed of (he Senate and
House of Representatives." "All other
olllces of tho United States, excepting
only three abovo mentioned, have been
created by uct of Congress," wrote tho
Senator, with tho Cabinet especially in
mind.

"It is a plain proposition," ho added,
"that the creature cannot bo greater
than the creator." And he pointed nut
1 1 u t Congress can at any time abolish
any of these olllces.

The social rank of the Cabinet wives
has been disputed not only by tho ma-
trons of the Senate but also by those of
the Supreme Court, and so vexed has
the question become that the White
House for some time has uvolded the
issue by asking the Cabinet nnd Its
wives to receive with the President and
his wlfo Instead of assigning them a
definite place In the lino of gueits.
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9 nator 'Bacon
of Georgia.

One Cabinet ofllcc to which the Sen
ate might, "as u proper courtesy."
yield precedence, Mr. Ilacon concedes. Is
that of Secretary of State, now filled by
William Jennings Itryan. This Is

the premier of the Cabinet Is the
Immediate representative of the Presi-
dent In foreign relations and because
his office existed under the Confedera-
tion before the adoption of tho Con
stltutlon and the creation of the Presi-
dency.

A new order of precedence for home
ofllclals, according to Mr. liacon's no-
tions, therefore would be: President,

Supreme Court, Secre-
tary of State, Senate, House of Repre-
sentatives und Cabinet.

This Innovation would place Mrs.
Uryan upon the social ladder above the
wives of tho entire Congress, Including
Mrs. Champ Clark, wife of tho Speaker,
a lady so amlahlu that she will probably
make no remonstrance, At the same
tlmo the other wives of the Cnbinct will
be left five hundred and thtrly-nd- d

rungs of tho ladder below Mrs. lli yun.
Tho Senate, because of Its special

powers, Iiuh disputed tho soclul rank
of every high functionary In Wash
ington except the President und

und upon the theory
that "the creature cannot bo greater
than tho creator" It Is to be wondered
that It did not claim precedence over
President John Qulncy Adams localise
he was elected by Congress rather than
by tho people, not to mention Vlco
President Richard Johnson, who cuine
to oftlco by the same route.

A bitter petticoat war resulted some
years ego from claims of Senators that
they preceded tho Chief Justice and the

Lp 'J
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other members of the highest tribunal
of tho land, which can undo what even
the Senate does. Rut in this encounter
the Senate cupltulaled.

Then came another feud between tho
Senute mutrons und those of the for- -

elgn Diplomatic Corps resident In Wash
lugton. Many old timers reinemlxT a
scene made at a fashionable function
when a Senator's wife raised an uproar
because her host escorted to the dining
room not herself but the wife of the
ranking foreign diplomat present.

One matron of the Senate circle who
Is not taking the present squabble very
much to heart Is Mrs. Robert M. I.a Fol
Icttc, wife of the Republican Senator
from Wisconsin. She UOIeves, like
Thomas Jefferson, that lu a democracy
like ours there Is no place for prece
ilencc. Hut Senator Ilacon, although n
leader of the Jeffersoulan party, says
that for Senators to "forego all ills
Unctions of rank" Is "impossible in the
offlclnl circles of Washington," where
they will "prefer not to be present at
any function, public or private, where
this proper rank is not recognized nnd
accorded to them."

What Jeffersonlan simplicity did to
the order of precedence more than a
century ago would put an end to all of
these petticoat wars of the present time
Rut It would also bring out of such
social order as Is now maintained a
clnos which no olllcial of even a Demo
cratic administration would risk,

The original order of precedence was
established by Washington after muny
consultations with Adams, Madison,
Jay and Hamilton, the lalter's advleo
prevailing. Adams conscientiously ob-

served the code adopted by his lllus-trloii-

predecessor, but Jefferson upset ll

with a vundallsm comp.iruble only to
that of the proverbial bull In the china
shop.

Urnndlng It us "aristocratic foppery,"
he laid aside the order ot precedence,

Women in Official Society Are Vexed
Over Question of Social Prece-dence-Senat- or

Bacon's Views
ruling that all Federal ofllclals should
be regarded as equal when brought to
gether In society. He Instructed that
his guests should lake their places in
the order of their arrival at the Whlt
House. To his reieptloiiM every one was
admitted. Many officials, denied pref
erence in line, absented themselves.
And Dolly Madison, who at these Jams
had acted as olllcial hostess of the
widowed Jefferson, because she was th
wife of the Secretary of State, was
more than glad to revive the order of
precedence when her husUiud nuc- -
ceeded the sage of Mouticello.

Rut Jackson again threw the White
House open to ull lu tile order of first
come. Hist served, and riots ensued, the
state parlors being nearly wrecked.
Thereafter the ordelly code was again
invoked, and all subsequent official
hosts and hostesses have been glad to
seek safe shelter beneath it.

However, the strict order of prece
dence came to be interpreted differently
by different olllcial hosts and hostesses.
This was so especially after the oil
Powers of Kurope begun to deem u-- t

wortljy of Ambassadors rather than
mere Ministers. And thus until this
ilny you will And the President at Whltu
House entertainments giving the Am-
bassadors precedence over the Supremo
Court, but tho Congress, at nil cere-
monies at the Capitol, giving the Su-
preme Court precedence over the
- "Sometimes two great Powers aru
upon the eve of destroying each othci
merely because two silly Indies have
squabbled," was the great Napoleon's
warning to the wife of his Ambassador
departing for Lisbon.

The Fmperor had diplomatic woes
generally in mind when he thus admon-
ished tho Duchess d'Abrantes. And that
sensitiveness which he feared In his dav
Is ever dreaded by our State Depart.
inent when it makes out Urn schedule
of precedence for all executive functions
of an olllcial nature.

So the Diplomatic Corps causes mule
anxiety than any other body of oilleials
resident In Washington. Ambassadors
and their wives refuse Invitations "to
meet" any one in Washington lower
than the President and nt

or their wives, and they makn first calls
only at these two households and that
of the Secretary of Stale. For some
tlmo ibis ambass'iilorial prerogative
was disputed by tho late Chief Justice
Fuller, but when the point was referred
to Mrs. Roosevelt she ruled lu favor of
the Ambassadors.

A pretty fuss was brewed sonic years
ago ny nu otnciai dinner host who con-
ferred tho seat of honor ukiu tho llrlt-Is- h

envoy, although the Spanish repre-
sentative, who was dean of the Dlplo-in- n

tie Corps, was present. The Spaniard
protested forthwith, but the Secretary
of State, who was luckily present,

tho entente cordlale by Inducing
his hostess to yield tho honor place to
the dean always so called because he
Is tho foreign representative of longest
service in Washington.

low between the Cabinet nnd
nisi tic Cinps broke out during th
dally chaotic regime of Jackson, "i
whose Cabinet members oiiirnu. i

delicate sensibilities of the l'icn. b '
Ister, Count Serrurier, by alisttui .n- -
place in the stale dinner pi ncosbn
the upshot of it all was that tlx
sulked without while Old Hi.
viands were living enjoyed by otle

The rank w.i
putcd by the dean of the Dip'- -'
Corps, Sir Julian Pauncefole d
the Cleveland Administration a' I

President yielded to the ltrltih i

sailor, but Mr. McKlnley
ruling on the ground thai tin
of President and Vlce-Piesld-

inseparable ami that the Vice-P- i
bears the same relative rank .is r
apparent to n foreign throne,

Whether tile r i.
Chief Justice Is a question still il
In some drawing moms of the .

and cautious hosts do not li.lt
two oilleials to the same illnm r.
of n dispute which can neir b.
t rated, i u hers also hesitate to
gether the Chiet Jutlec and tin --

tary of Suite.
tif course, It goes without sab

the wife of each high lllelnl
his social rank, according in this
win k pn cedence code.

Now how do the Wives of the
oltli'lals "land on the social li

The lllst lacl in the land s .ml
bly Mrs, Woodiow Wilson

Tlie second lady In the land
If. Marshall, wife of ib.

Pn sident.
The third lady in the

the wile ot the l'ieii
liassador and dean of the Dip
Corps. This Is the view of the I'
inent of Stale, which, Senator It.e
mils, adjusts such matters. ;

lording In the Omgrcssir.i'al n
I link should be given In Mis
Douglas's Whlli, wife of the I b
lice, whom the lale Departnn i"
after tin Ambassadors' v.Ais

Next comes Airs. William
and after her. in the Si

partiiient's view, the other Indie
I'nblnit. but necoidtng to the s
view, the wives of Senators,

The first lady of the Senitie i
Mrs. Henry t'nbot Lodge, wife
senior Senator who hn a wlf.
This honor would go to the (
pn sident pio tempore, Sennt"t'
of Arkansas, had he u wile.

The llrst lady of the lloo-- e ot
sentatlves clrcli Is Mrs, I'li'iiip
wife of he Speaker.

New Year's Day Is alw,is a
social Judgment In Washington
then that the Preslibnt's

lines up otllclald.i
gives each his rank in the unlet
edence. Perhaps it was dread

(hat prompted the pp-i- ..

abandon his New Year b ee n
Hut he was only postponing 1

ble.

CowUiht, 1911. fqy Jo;ia J.'liv" '
kins.)


